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Introduction 
 

Last November the University of Bristol held an initial round of consultation regarding 
proposals being brought forward to refurbish and improve the Fry Building, in order to provide 
a new home for the School of Mathematics.  
 
The Fry Building currently houses the University’s School of Biological Sciences which later 
this year will relocate to the new Life Sciences Building currently under construction on St 
Michael’s Hill. 

 
The Fry Building is located on a triangular site between Woodland Road and University Road 
with the Wills Memorial Building to the south. It is Grade II listed and lies within the Tyndall’s 
Park Conservation Area. 

 
The proposals focus on the refurbishment of the main listed buildings, some demolition of the 
more modern poor quality additions and some new interventions intended to create a major 
focal point and begin to form links to adjacent University buildings and Tyndall Avenue. Key 
features include a relocated main entrance combined with new landscaping and public realm 
design, improved access throughout the building, a new lecture theatre and raised external 
terrace within the building’s southern courtyard and sensitive external and internal alterations 
to the existing building fabric. 

The first round of consultation looked at initial design proposals.  The second round, held in 
February, provided an update on the proposals prior to planning submission. It showed how 
the team had responded to results of further site surveys, investigations and ongoing 
discussions with key stakeholders and Council officers as well as feedback from the first 
round of consultation.  

Previous Consultation – November 2013 
 

Key Stakeholders  
A key stakeholder consultation session and optional site tour was held on the afternoon of 
Wednesday 13 November 2013.  
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Attendees included representatives of Avon and Somerset Constabulary, Bristol Civic 
Society, Bristol Grammar School, Business West Transport & Planning Group, Clifton & 
Hotwells Amenities Society (CHIS), Christmas Steps Arts Quarter, Kingsdown Conservation 
Group and the University School of Mathematics. 
 
The scheme was also discussed by the Conservation Advisory Group at its meeting on 19 
November 2013 and was also presented to the Bristol Urban Design Forum on 9 December 
2013. 
 
Neighbours/wider public 
A staffed drop-in style public session was held following the key stakeholder session for the 
remainder of the afternoon/early evening of 13 November 2013.   
 
Afterwards the same boards remained as a stand-alone exhibition in the entrance foyer of 
Old Park Hill for a further week.  
 
The exhibition material was also posted on the Estates pages of the University website. 
 
No members of the public came to the exhibition during the Thursday staffed public session 
which was however attended by 2 members of University staff. Comments posted during the 
following week showed that some members of the public had viewed the exhibition at Old 
Park Hill. 
 
University community 
To engage with University staff and students and promote awareness of the project and the 
consultation an all users message was sent out on 6 November 2013 with details of the 
consultation exhibition in 1-9 Old Park Hill and the link to the project information on the 
University website.  In addition representatives from the School of Mathematics have been 
actively working with the design team as part of an ongoing user group. 
 
On 6 December the scheme was also presented to a wider group of staff and postgraduate 
students from the School of Mathematics. 
 

Response to Round 1 Consultation  
 
Generally feedback from key stakeholders, staff, students and public was very supportive and 
encouraging. The majority of comments and suggestions related to the public realm, 
landscaping and wider context. 
 
The second pre-application submission to the Council showed how the scheme had 
developed and the team had responded to the key issues and requests for further information 
arising from the first consultation exercise. This was also reflected in the consultation material 
prepared for the second round of consultation.  
 
Key responses and scheme developments were as follows: 
 

 A further study has been undertaken to describe the connections across the site and 
to the wider Precinct.   

 Further design work has been undertaken on the public realm and landscape.  

 The proposals for any mitigation against the loss of trees to the Bristol Tree 
Replacement Standard have been assessed and described. 
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 The Archaeological Desktop Assessment and Arboricultural Impact Assessment has 
been completed  

 Further design work has taken place on the new main entrance and the proposed 
single storey extension to the rear of the building. 

 The public art strategy has been developed further and now includes more detailed 
proposals. 

 The Heritage Statement has been updated and now includes a full Internal Fabric 
Audit.  Drawings have also been prepared that more clearly describe the retention and 
demolition of original fabric. 

 The sustainability approach and, in particular, the on-site renewables strategy has 
been revised. 

 
Bristol Urban Design Forum 
The scheme was presented to and discussed by the Forum at their meeting on 9 December 
2013, which came after the Round 1 report was written. (see Appendix A for BUDF 
response). 
 
The Forum was generally supportive and enthusiastic about the objectives of the proposal 
and felt that the scheme forms the basis for a building that will be both memorable and 
functional. The panel’s main suggestion was to look beyond the immediate site boundary and 
exploit the full potential of the proposed movement strategy to address the wider urban realm.  
 

Consultation Activities 2014 
 

University Community Forum 
On 24 February 2014 following discussions at the last community forum meeting, a summary 
update email that included a consultation update sheet from the architects was emailed to the 
Community Forum members. They were also reminded of the key stakeholder session and 
given details of the stand-alone exhibition. 
 
The update detailed the key changes that had taken place in terms of the design proposals 
since the initial round of consultation. These mainly related to the public realm and 
landscaping and also confirmed further site studies and assessments that had taken place 
(see Appendix B)  
 

Consultation with key stakeholders, University community and public 
 
A second round of consultation was held on 27 February 2014 comprising a key stakeholder 
presentation and discussion session. This was followed by a dedicated staff and student 
session.   
 
The next day the exhibition material was moved to the Wills Memorial Building where it 
remained as a stand-alone exhibition for a further week for any visiting public and the 
University community to view and comment on. 
 
Key stakeholders 
Invitations to attend the key stakeholder session (see Appendix C) were sent to the same 
representatives of key groups and organisations consulted with in November 2013 with 
contacts updated where relevant.  
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The stakeholder consultation session took place on Thursday 27 February 2014 in the 
Training Room, 1-9 Old Park Hill, BS2 8BB from 1 – 2pm, followed by further informal 
discussions over lunch.  Stakeholders were also notified of the stand-alone exhibition should 
they be unable to attend on the day. 
 
Attendance 
From the database of 54 individuals a total of 6 people attended the workshop. Attendees 
were representatives of Bristol Civic Society, Clifton & Hotwells Improvement Society, 
Christmas Steps Arts Quarter and Kingsdown Conservation Group 
 
On display was an exhibition which consisted of 16 boards: (see Appendix D) 
 

 Board 1 - Welcome 

 Board 2 – Consultation Update 

 Board 3 – The Masterplan 

 Board 4 – The Site 

 Board 5 - Heritage 

 Board 6 – Site Analysis 

 Board 7 – Ground Floor 

 Board 8 – Lower Ground Floor 

 Board 9 – Sectional Elevation A 

 Board 10 – Sections / Elevations 

 Board 11 – Public Realm and Landscape 

 Board 12 – Public Realm and Landscape 

 Board 13 – Public Art Strategy 

 Board 14 – Sustainability 

 Board 15 – The Team 

 Board 16 – Planning Policy 
 
On hand to talk to attendees at both the key stakeholder session and the following public 
exhibition was a rota of the following members of the project team: 
 

 Patrick Finch – University of Bristol 

 Tony Musson – Wilkinson Eyre Architects 

 Rebecca Woodhams – Wilkinson Eyre Architects 

 Jeremy Bladon – CSJ Planning Consultants 

 John Wormald – Capita (Project Management) 

 Michele Lavelle – 4D Landscape Design 

 Josh Eckett – Buro Happold  

 Avril Baker – Avril Baker Consultancy 
 
Proceedings  
The session began with a welcome from University Bursar and Director of Estates Patrick 
Finch.  Jeremy Bladon from CSJ Planning then provided a planning update and Tony 
Musson of Wilkinson Eyre Architects ran through the updated proposals on a PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
Afterwards attendees were invited to ask questions in a group discussion session before the 
meeting adjourned for further conversations with individuals around the boards over lunch. 
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Near neighbours and the wider public  
An agreed catchment area was drawn up for the initial round of consultation which includes 
some 100 addresses in Elmdale Road, University Road and Woodland Road. 
 
The same list of local residents and businesses  were invited to view a stand-alone exhibition 
of the proposals on display from: Friday 28 February until Friday 7 March in the ground floor 
entrance foyer of the Wills Memorial Building,  Queen's Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1RJ.  (see 
Appendix E) Copies of the comment form and the comment box were left at the exhibition. 

 

Recipients were also advised that the consultation material and other information about the 
project was available to view online at www.bristol.ac.uk/estates/projects/fry with an option to 
view or download the exhibition boards and a comment form. 
 
University community 
To engage with University community and promote awareness of the project and the 
consultation staff and students were invited to a presentation and exhibition drop-in session 
on Thursday 27 February from 2.30pm – 5pm at 1 – 9 Old Park Hill. Members of the design 
and planning team were on hand to talk through the proposals and answer any queries. 
 
The consultation session was listed on UBU events page of the Student Union website and 
on the staff portal of the University intranet. (see Appendix F) 
 
Patrick Finch, Bursar and Director of Estates sent a message to heads of departments asking 
them to promote the event to their staff and students. The administrator for the Maths also 
sent round a departmental email highlighting the event. 
 
Attendance: 
Two members of the University attended this session: one faculty member from the School of 
Mathematics and the University’s Student IT Experience Manager. 
 
Anecdotally the porters in the Wills Memorial Building commented that there had been a 
regular flow of people viewing the exhibition. 
 

Feedback 
 
Key Stakeholder Session: (see notes of session at Appendix G) 
 
During both the presentation session and the following informal discussions there was again 
strong support expressed for the proposals. Several attendees commented positively on the 
consultation process and appreciated the changes that had been made since the initial round 
of consultation, particularly with regard to the public realm and landscaping. 
 
During the question and answer session main topics of discussion were around:- 
 
Public art  
Support generally for the incorporation of mathematically inspired artwork. Some reservations 
that the latest proposals for the atrium screen seemed heavier than the previous design and 
whether the facade behind would still be visible. One person questioned the public 
access/visibility of the atrium screen as it is in within the building’s central courtyard. It was 
suggested that it will also be visible from Cabot Tower. 
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Landscaping of new entrance/approach 
There was general support for the changes in landscape treatment since the last round 
of consultation especially the simplified route of the entrance approach/footpath and 
lowered section of wall. One person suggested that if the vehicle drop-off point next to 
the new main entrance is required it should be more of a shared surface and feel like 
part of the main entrance courtyard. In response to a query about the width of the 
footpath - 3m was confirmed as ample as it lines up with the steps plus it also allows 
adequate space for the adjacent lawn/sitting out/informal teaching area.  

 
Consultation/input by staff and students 
The University confirmed that there is ongoing engagement with the School of 
Mathematics through a user group which meets every two weeks. Their input to the 
design is important especially as the intention is to make the refurbished building a real 
home for the School that encourages interaction and collaboration between staff and 
students. 
 

Written responses 
John Frenkel – Bristol Civic Society Major Sites team. 
“The Society supports the University’s scheme that will produce major conservation gains. 
It was particularly pleasing to see that comments made at the first consultation meeting had 
contributed to the external changes in the scheme.  I understand the various demands made 
on the area between the Fry Building and Woodland.  Whatever the design, it is bound to be 
a compromise between the various interests.  In my opinion, the proposed scheme of the 
courtyard and garden is probably the best compromise that you can achieve”. 
 
Jeremy Newick – Kingsdown Conservation Group. 
“In response to last Thursday’s meeting on the Fry Building, I thought I should write to 
express thanks and congratulations on the progress made on every aspect of the 
proposals. 
 
“Later, walking up the west raised pavement of St Michael’s Hill, it was an additional 
pleasure to see that the brash signs on various of the University’s buildings had been 
removed in favour of more appropriate and discreet signage.” 
 
Staff member from Estates team 
“I particularly like both of the suggested uses of artwork for the refurb project.” (reference the 
Cartesian geometry themed atrium screen and the graphic design of the tilework inspired by 
Paul Dirac) 

 
“Also, the updated building design/ground level entrance. I'm sure that the provision of a 
ground level entrance into the building will be a huge improvement from an accessibility point 
of view and I'm sure that will be appreciated by visitors as well as improving the overall 
site/landscape there, generally.” 
 
Verbal Feedback 
Additional comments made in discussions on the day and not covered as above included: 
 
Main entrance 
A suggestion for creating more of an entrance portal at the new front door – something to 
signal the building’s entrance such as incorporating a University crest over the new main 
entrance doors? 
 



University of Bristol - Fry Building       Consultation February 2014 

  AVRIL BAKER CONSULTANCY – March 2014  8 

Interiors 
Agreement to the retention of internal decorative ceilings and a commitment to open up 
others that are presently covered up. 

 
IT Equipment 
A suggestion to include a printer, of a similar specification to those provided for the 
academic areas, for the LG undergraduate areas. To then explore see how this might 
work with 24hour access to the computer rooms and other facilities together.   

 
Chalkboards/whiteboards 
A Maths staff member would like to see a choice for either chalkboards or whiteboards in 
offices to allow for personal preferences and lots of chalkboards in the circulation spaces 
to encourage interaction (reference to the Faculty of Mathematics at the University of 
Vienna as a precedent for this). 
 
 

Next steps  
 
The team will consider all feedback and issues raised as the design process continues and 
would like to thank all those who participated in the consultation process. 
 
In tandem with this second round of consultation a second pre-application enquiry has been 
submitted to Bristol City Council and dialogue with Council officers will continue. The project 
team will also continue liaison with Council officers and other consultees as appropriate.  
 
An application is due to be submitted in late Spring.  A Report of Community Involvement 
covering consultation to date will form part of the submission. 
 

Appendices 
 

 Appendix A – Bristol Urban Design Forum response 

 Appendix B – Consultation update for Community Forum 

 Appendix C – Key stakeholder  invite  

 Appendix D - Consultation Exhibition boards 

 Appendix E – Near neighbour invite 

 Appendix F – UBU and Staff & Student screenshots 

 Appendix G – Notes from Key Stakeholder session 
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Appendix A – Bristol Urban Design Forum response 
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Appendix B – Consultation update for Community Forum 
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Appendix C – Key stakeholder invite  
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Appendix D– Consultation Exhibition boards 
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Appendix E – Near neighbour invite  
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Appendix F –UBU and Staff & Student screenshots 
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Appendix G – Notes from Key stakeholder session 
 

University of Bristol Fry Building  
Notes from Key Stakeholder session – 27 February 2014 
 
Team: 
Patrick Finch - University of Bristol 
Tony Musson - Wilkinson Eyre Architects 
Rebecca Woodhams - Wilkinson Eyre Architects 
Jeremy Bladon – CSJ Planning 
Michele Lavelle – 4DLD 
John Wormald - Capita 
 
Avril Baker – ABC – consultation co-ordinator 
 
Attendees: 
Hamilton Caswell – Christmas Steps Arts Quarter 
John Frenkel – Bristol Civic Society 
Nicholas Kidwell – Kingsdown Conservation Group 
Jeremy Newick – Kingsdown Conservation Group 
Dr Nick Whiteley – School of Mathematics 
Brian Worthington – Clifton & Hotwells Improvement Society 
 
Following a welcome by Patrick Finch, Bursar, and update on the planning situation from Jeremy 
Bladon of CSJ Planning Tony Musson ran through the updated proposals in particular 
highlighting changes since the last consultation. 
 
This was followed by a group question & answer discussion session 
 
Discussion topics included: 
 

1) Initial consultation showed two options for orientation of the staircase 
Confirmation that will be submitting just one option showing the more axial link. 
 

2) Two options shown for the mathematically inspired tilework 
Confirmation that simpler option is preferred 
 

3) Strong support for changes in landscape treatment. A question as to  whether the drop-off 
point in Woodland Road is still needed 
This is required for disability access. 
Further comment that could this be designed therefore more as shared access when not 
in use as drop off 
 

4) Is the proposed footpath at fig 1 wide enough 
Confirmation that this is 3m which would be more than adequate plus this enables it to 
lead into the steps. If wider this would squeeze the outdoor seating/informal teaching 
space. 
 

5) Discussion re removing the hedge and possibly adding formal gate posts.  
The University is happy that public can wander in. 
Comment that the perennial planting has been designed as part of the University’s 
pollination project 
 

6) Size of trees 
Confirmed will be 18 – 20cm girth and will meet the Tree replacement Standard 



University of Bristol - Fry Building       Consultation February 2014 

  AVRIL BAKER CONSULTANCY – March 2014  25 

Suggestion that there is an opportunity for the University to plant some trees in the 
spaces in Buckingham Vale opposite the Union Building. It was thought that this was 
outside the scope of the University as on private land. 
 

7) Public Art/Atrium screen 
Group discussion regarding the design of the atrium screen. Broad support but some 
questioned the thickness of the lattice and how much of the facade of the building behind 
would be visible. Also it was questioned whether this public art would be 
visible/accessible by the public. 
 

8) Re consultation/input by staff and students  
A users group meets every two weeks with the architects/team to discuss progress and 
input to the design. Last year a presentation had also been give to the wider Maths 
School Assembly. Intention is to give students a good reason to spend more time in the 
department as Maths want to make it a community and not just a building 
 
The present building lends itself very well to future use by Maths and is a good fit for the 
school in terms of the reuse of the different spaces and accommodation. 
 

 


